
Summer Assignment  
Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition (12th Grade) 
Mr. Johnson 
 
For this summer, you need to spend much of your time reading. You will need to read the one read text that 
the rest of the school will be reading, Life As We Knew It, by Susan Beth Pfeffer, in addition to the following: 
 
Part 1- Read one of the following  

 Everything is Illuminated by Jonathan Saffron Foer 
 The Expedition of Humphry Clinker by Tobias Smollet 
 Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
 Beloved by Toni Morrison 

 
Part 2 – You must write an argumentative essay analyzing one text from part 1. Be creative in what you 
choose to talk about.  Be thinking of possible topics while you read, and highlight/underline evidence to 
support those ideas. The following is a list of requirements for the essay:   

 4 pages, double-spaced, 12-pt. Times New Roman font 
 Your introduction MUST include a clear thesis statement (this is an argument) 
 Please provide direct quotations from the text 
 You must use MLA-style documentation (you should include a works cited that cites the novels; do 

not consult other sources, though.)   
 Your conclusion should not be a re-statement of your introduction.  keep your conclusion fresh and 

insightful!   
Part 3 – Don’t stress out!  This is the ROUGH draft of this essay. Bring a hard copy on the first day of class and 
submit to TURNITIN.COM.  Do your best and don’t get hung up on the little things. Writing and literary 
analysis should be an enjoyable, exciting, and rewarding experience. It’s like climbing a mountain, or 
surviving a snowed in winter with the Donner Party   
 
Part 4- Doing well in AP Literature and Composition will be aided by some various reference materials in 
mythology and the bible. Use this, Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes, by Edith Hamilton to shore 
up your knowledge 
 
A NOTE ON CLASS: 
In AP Lit, you will be constantly required to read and share ideas with the class in discussion groups and post 
on forums. But, there will be other ways to demonstrate your participation, too. If you are unwilling or just 
don’t want the hassle of doing this, please speak with me.  

 
I’m looking forward to seeing you in August. I am very excited for class and assure you that we will 
have fun and learn a lot. 
 
These are the books for the 2015-2016  year: 

1. Robert Diyanni, Literature: Reading Fiction, Poetry, and Drama , McGraw- Hill 
2. Hardy, Thomas. Tess of the D’Urbervilles. Dover Thrift Edition   0486415899 
3. Margaret Atwood. Oryx and Crake. Anchor Books.  0385721676 
4. William Faulkner. As I Lay Dying.  Vintage Books Edition. 067973225X 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Requirements for Literary Analysis Essays 
 
Analysis essays are those which point out how a writer uses language.   
 
Each particular point you choose to write about should be a separate paragraph.  Write your paragraphs on 
any of the following techniques:  characterization, setting, theme, figurative language, tone, symbolism, word 
choice, point-of-view, poetics (meter, rhyme scheme, form), metaphor and/or simile, and word sounds 
(alliteration, consonance, assonance).   
 
Each paragraph should include a sentence statement as to why your point is SIGNIFICANT.  If the reader is 
left saying, “so what,” you haven’t written the essay correctly.   
 
Each paragraph should include AT LEAST ONE complete quote that serves as an example of the TECHNIQUE 
you are writing about.  TWO or THREE quotes in a longer, more complete paragraph is desirable.   
 
INTRODUCE your quotes.  As an example:  Poe’s repetition is exemplified with his use of the term “nevermore 
. . .” 
 
Always write about fiction and poetry in the PRESENT TENSE.  Novels, short stories and the like are timeless, 
the action of the story will still be going on after you are dead.  
 
Differentiate between the author and the speaker of the work.  Not every narrator stands as a representation 
of the writer.  The writer is the person using the literary techniques, the speaker or the narrator is part of the 
story. 
 
No one cares about your OPINION of the literature.  You are arguing for your analysis to be read as a 
statement of fact.  Do not stray from explaining how the literature works.  Avoid the use of first-person, “I.”  
Instead, you should use the expression, “one can read the work as . . .” 
 
Avoid passive voice.  Instead of saying, “This technique is used by the author,” say, “The author uses this 
technique . . .”   
 
Remember you are writing for an educated, literate and culturally sophisticated audience.  Avoid the use of 
commonplace expressions and words of little descriptive value.   
 
Don’t summarize or explain the narrative of the piece, instead assume that your reader will have read the 
literature you are writing about or otherwise will go educate himself before tackling your analysis.   
 
Remember that a simple description of the text is not the same as an analysis of it.   
 
Take care to conclude your essays with a synthesis of your analysis and adding some insight to the literature 
that you have previously discussed in the body of your essay.  Take the reader of your essay to a new 
understanding of the author’s work.   


